
Best Practices of Identification 

Thank you to the many parents who attended the LCPS Gifted Education 

Department’s information sessions which were offered throughout the fall and 

winter. From those sessions they learned about the process of screening and 

identification for gifted services in Loudoun County.  If you were not able to 

attend one of the sessions, you may want to view the information which is 

located on the LCPS website (Academics -> Gifted and Talented). Please keep 

in mind that the deadline for referring your child for gifted program evaluation 

during this school year was February 15, 2019.  

Although all children may demonstrate gifted behaviors on different levels and 

in different ways, it is the goal of the LCPS identification process to find those 

students who require the differentiated instruction of gifted education based on 

the complexity, frequency, and intensity of demonstrated gifted behaviors.  To 

accomplish this, LCPS adheres to the best practices of identification as outlined 

by the National Association for Gifted Children: “Identification needs to occur 

over time, with multiple opportunities to exhibit gifts.  One test at a specific point 

in time should not dictate whether someone is identified as gifted.” For this 

reason, SEARCH teachers work with all students in the regular classroom on 

portfolio lessons during the first three quarters of third and fourth grade.  These 

lessons are used during the identification process in addition to test data from 

second and third grade and classroom teacher observations.  In these, as in all 

respects, LCPS endeavors to follow the most equitable and current practices in 

gifted education. 

I appreciate your interest in the elementary gifted program. Please contact me 

(Karla.Paulson@lcps.org) with any questions you may have regarding gifted 

program services or the eligibility process.   
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